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Editorial in nature 

Controversial lawsuit raises 
The controversy surround­

ing the recent law suit against 
Hustler magazine has stirred 
heated debate on both sides of 
the deceny issue. 

question of First Amendment meanina 

Those defending the porno 
publication insist that any 
censorship of the press is in 
flagrant violation of 1st 
Amendment rights, while 
opposing factions argue per-
ua ively that restraints are 

necessary to prevent sexually 
explicit materials from being 
a readily acces ible as a copy 
of TV Guide.

ORGANIZED CRIME? 

For printing nude photo­
graph pictorial of an eight 
and a half month pregnant 
woman and disgustingly re­
vealing napshots of genital 
oddities, Hustler publisher 
Larry Flynt is absurdly being 
compared to the Soviet 
dissidents defying totalitarian 
rulers for hi refusal to back 
down after having been 
sentem:ed to seven to 25 years 
in jail and given an $11,000 
fine. Flynt was convicted in a 
Cincinnati County Court of 
"pandering obscenity", a mis­
demeanor and "engaging in 
organized crime," a felony 
offense. The charge of organ­
izC'd crime is based upon an 
obscure . tatute defining such 

an infraction as any illegal act 
in which five or more people 
participate. 

flyot' conviction, in a 
county court instead of a 
federal tribunal, was provided 
for in the U.S. Supreme Court 
case, Miller vs California, 
which ruled that individual 
communitie should have the 
authority to define that 
ambiguous term - obscentiy. 
It was thought that in 
allowing communities to de­
fine mut, the same standards 
would not have to be followed 
in all municipalities. Under 
such a law. Omaha. Nebra ka. 
for example, would not be 
able to impose their values on 
New York and vice versa. 

Critics argue that places 
like Omaha are imposing their 
standards on the nation at 
large, however, a was the 
case in the much publicized 
lawsuit again t porno tar 
Harry Reems of Deep Throat
fame. 

IMPOSED STANDARDS 

In Memphis, Tenn. a jury 
found Reems guilty of 
conspiring to transport ob­
seene material across state 
lines, despite his never having 
set foot in Memphis until the 
trial. Civil libertarians main­
tain that in this age of 
mobility in which materials 
are in�vitably distributed 

nationwide, such matters 
become federal concerns. The 
libertarians support a domino 
theory. It is their contention 
that if media such as Hustler
and Deep Throat are banned 
or suppressed, the New York
Times will also be subject to 
the ame suppression. 

Aecused of being vindictive, 
bedrock citizens in towns like 
Cincinnati and Memphis ob­
jeel to an environment which 
t·ondones such immoral publi­
cations. They argue that the 
Founding Fathers did not 
have blatantly exual ma­
terials in mind when they 
wrote "freedom of the press" 
into the Constitution. To 
rcdify the situation. they 
advot·ate "legislating morals" 
through law· that limit 
pornog-raphy. 

Champions of free speech 
counter \\.ilh argument that 
tht' people are not compelled 
lo read vulgarity. that it is a 
matter of taste among indi­
viduah,, and to force laws 
upon the people in this way is 
grossly interferring with 
frt•t>dom of expression. 

FREE PRESS OR 

FREE ENTERPRISE 

Tht> issues are clouded by 
yd another area of analysis: 
Is the fundamental topic one 
of frt'e press or is it basically 
frt•e enterprise? 

Hustler netted $20 million 
last year from two million 
copies, behind only Playboy
and Penthouse. It is ques­
tionable whether the 8th 
grade dropout Flynt, is really 
as concerned about the 
"service" he is providing as 
the money his enterprises 
have supplied him. The flesh 
tycoon lives comfortably in his 
27 room Columbus mansion 
where he has installed a 
swimming pool and is waited 
on by three servants. 

"GENUINE 

ENTERTAINMENT" 

In any case, Flynt defends 
his magazine as, "genuine 
entertainment with no pre­
tcnlions.'· Ile claims that if 
adults are aggressively re­
stricted in their reading 
habits, the only thing left will 
be "Little Red Riding Hood.'' 

To be sure, the 1st 
Amendment has been instru­
mental in pre erving de­
mocracy in this country. 
C'eneorship of the press in any 
form should be adamently 
ehallenged. hut placing semi­
core pornography in the same 
kague with the investigative 
works of reporters such as 
Woodard and Bernstein is 
highly disputable. 

Perhaps Flynt had the best 
pC'reeption of his role when he 
named his magazine. 

Government duty of public protection creates complex censorship issue
Karen Likness 

Is censorship permitted or pro­
hibited by the First Amendment 
to the United States Constitution? 
That is a difficult question to 
an were with a positive state­
ment. 

Books you may have read from 
school libraries and literature 
classes have sparked censorship 
controversies in numerous U.S. 
communities because of their 
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content. People have argued pro 
and con on the issue, both insisting 
they are protected by the First 
Amendment. 

Parents, educators and clergy­
men face the dilemma of what is 
suitable for high school readers. 
What should the community 
permit? What is obsene? What is 
good literature? 

Books such as Zinder's "My 
Darling, My Hamburger" and 
Orwell's "1984" have been 
attacked because of their inclusion 
of sex. The writings are risque say 
those advocating censorship. 

Other works that have been 
under scrutiny by censors in 
various areas of the United States 
include Hemingway's "For Whom 
the Bells Toll" and "The Sun Also 
Rises," Orwell's "Animal Farm," 
Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse 
Five", Lee's "To Kill a Mocking­
bird," Hinton's "The Outsiders", 
and even "The Bible". 

All of these books were 
criticized for their political views, 
because they attacked the Ameri­
can Dream, or advocated war, or 
presented a bad point of view 
toward religion, race, drugs, or the 
language was bad or the book 
protrayed inappropriate adoles-

cent behavior. 
On the other hand, a number of 

those books are required reading 
for both junior and senior high 
school students, including l:{1ggs
students. 

The government does have the 
responsibility to protect public 
morals, but defining what pro­
tection is need becomes the 
difficult task. What is obsenity and 
what is pornography·r 

Before taking a stand on either 
side, one should study the first 
amendment. It states: "Congress 
shall make no law . . .  abridging 
the freedom of speech or the 
press." 

One should also remember that 
the 14th amendment says that 
states cannot be denied this 
freedom. 

These laws produce a complex 
issue. Everyone is guaranteed 
freedom of speech and press, but 
how far can this undeniable 
freedom of expression go without 
denying the rights of other 
citizens? 

Concerned citizens are asking 
the federal government to pass 
legislation prohibiting the publi­
cation and distribution of obscene 
and pornographic material. But 

can either standard be defined? 
What is considered obsene by the 
majority of people in one com­
munity may not cause any concern 
in another. The federal govern­
ment has left the decision to the 
local governments and school 
boards. 

Still some citizens do not feel 
satisfied with the decision of local 
authorities so they take the 
responsibility upon themselves to 
see that such books are not read 
by their children, as was the 
situtation in Drake, N.D. (popula­
tion 650.) The school board 
unanimously voted not to allow 
students to read "Slaughterhouse 
Five". To make sure the decision 
was carried out, parents burned all 
copies which the school owned. 
Soon Drake, N.D. was known 
nation wide. 

That incident caused bitter 
feelings and unwanted publicity. 
Did the first amendment permit 
the burning or forbid the burning? 

Consider the books you have 
read which have been under 
censorship in some communities. 
Were you offended when you read 
them? If you were a parent, 
educator or clergyman, would you 
call for censorship? 
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Investigators search for clues to origin of Easter Bunny 
Carol Baker Sigrid Werthman 

It has long been the quest of was started by: (1) Mr. & Mrs. when one student claimed the Prairie Pogs were all identified as 
many to solve a most puzzling Bunny, (2) the Tooth Fairy, (3) Easter Bunny was actually a the birth place of that elusive little problem which becomes acute at Santa Claus. squirrel--what a put-down. creature, but those theories all 
this time of year--the origin of the One sensitive believer expres- Another theory set forth proved false. 
Easter Bunny. sed the theory that Santa Claus claimed a connection with the CIA. Now the Easter Bunny Investi-Interested parties from EBI had become lonely and requested A secret plot led them to color gators Inc. have given up their 
(Easter Bunny Investigators Inc., the elves to bring him a eggs, and thus disguised, thev investigation because they are a corporation of two) have been companion. Once the bunny were sent to Fid_el Castro, but the busy with the Tooth Fairy collaborating their efforts in b . t d 'th S t h 

agents were poisoned, and, well, mystery. Besides, no one reallyh f . ecame acquam e w1 an a e k th t h' h f' h b searc o every possible clue. d . d th h'I th . t-' you now e res . knows w 1c came 1rst--t e unny 
S 1 . t t· 'bl't· a mire e p I an rop1c ac ions M . E p . h E b d th evera m eres mg poss1 1 1es . ag1c gg aLc , ggs ury an or e egg. 

were voiced by a portion of the of the Jolly old fellow so much that 
Riggs student bunny--oh, I mean he did a follow up of Santa's gift body---. giving at Easter. 

One very imaginative young Another student had the 
man told EBI that Peter Rabbit audacity to say the whole thing 
started it all. was a vicious rumor with political 

Others claimed they knew for undertones. 
sure that the Easter Bunny legend Of course, it wasn't any nicer 

Maddi Frohlich Leaves Riggs High 
Last Thursday was. the final day 

of the 18 week stay of Amity Aid, 
Magdalena Frohlich, better known 
as Maddi from Switzerland. Maddi 
has been assisting Mrs. Beverly 
Mickelson with the German 
classes at both Riggs and Junior 
High. 

She left for Carmel, CA, on 
Thursday where she will assume 
her last position in the United 
States. Maddi will be assisting 
with French classes in the high 
school in Carmel. 

While in Pierre, Maddi spent 
nine weeks with the Willard 
Lenners family where she experi­
enced a taste of life on an 
American farm. The remaining 
nine weeks she lived in the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. R.C. Jahraus. 

.,. . Most of Maddi's time was spent 
·in school, both teaching and takin�
classes. In her spare time she
filmed, with the German students,
many scenic spots in Pierre. These
places interested her because she
found them very different from
Switzerland. Through her visit,
Maddi brought European culture
to America, and with this film,
some of American culture will be
going back to Switzerland.

However, Maddi's talents don't
stop at film making. Among other
skills she is an excellent chef and
has treated both host families to
gourmet Swiss and Continental
cooking.

After her duties in Carmel are
completed, Maddi hopes to spend
the summer traveling before
returning home to Herisau, Switz­
erland.

Her stay in Pierre included trips
around South Dakota, one of which
took her skiing in the Black Hills. 
It goes without saying that the
geographical differences between
South Dakota and Switzerland are 
great, but Maddi found inspiration
in our "big sky".

Maddi· Frohlich, Herisau, Swit­
zerland, includes ballet lessons in 
her busy schedule as teacher­
student in Pierre during the 
winter months. 

Lonbaken announces 

Pre-Easter vacation!?? 
Shelly Jones 

THIS IS A SERIOUS STORY. 
According to Principal Roger 

Lonbaken, there will be no school 
from April 11-15 because of a 
pre-Easter holiday. ------APRIL 
FOOL!! 

April Fool's Day has been a hit 
since the 18th century. Young 
people celebrated in early days by 
playing pranks on boy friends o:
girl friends. It wasn't long unttl 
everybody was doing it. 

You may have been the victim of 
some of the standard April Fool's 
tricks. Or you may have been the 
trickster. Do any of these sound 
familiar? 

"There's a spider on your 
shoulder." 

"Your zipper is undone." 
"Your shoes are untied." 
The tradition goes on the same. 

According to some of the Riggs 
High students, "It's a great day!!" 

Be careful when you venture out 
on Friday, you just might be 
tagged an "April Fool". 

/! 
CJ l. �:::) 

Debater recalls high school career 
Carol Baker 

Here it is, the end of my high 
school debate career. 

I have survived hundreds of 
hours of constructive arguments 
(and sometimes unconstructive 
arguments). I have lived through 
thousands of hours of research and 
late night filing. Most amazing of 
all, I am still alive after three 
years of overnight trips, teasing 
and -- Mr. Harens!! 

I knew less about debate than 
the average ninth grader when my 
career began three years ago. But 
I quickly found out that the more 
research I did ·the better I scored 
in a tournament. I spent my free 
hours living in the library that 
first year, and again last year and 
even this winter. 

I have researched presidential 
primaries, electoral colleges, solar 
energy, geothermal energy, mag­
neto hydrodynamics, (I still don't 
know what that is,), bail, trials, 
courts, jails, detoxification and 
canibus sativa. I learned a lot and 
always nearby was my cantanker­
ous coach telling me to get busy. 

That same coach has probably 
suffered more than most coaches 
because his squad has always been 
long on practical jokes and idiotic 
humor. Although he didn't do all 
the research which he demanded 
of his debaters, he has had to 
suffer thru the embarrassment of 
walking into a restaurant as ten 
high school kids yelled "Daddy". 
He has had to listen to gross jokes 
until he finally yelled for quiet. 
Then he would get a silent protest 
for two hours. Worse yet, he has 
been forced to drive in a blizzard 
at 35 mph as he tried to explain the 
theory of curfews. He has had to 
console worn-out down trodden 
debaters when the judges didn't 

recognize the brilliance of their 
efforts. We have all enjoyed 
teasing him almost as much as we 
have winning for him. My thanks 
to you, Coach Harens for getting 
me into State competition. 

Debaters could often be labeled 
insane and disoriented. Having 
run frantically all over a college 
campus with three file boxes, 
three brief cases and a notebook, 
and then finding the right room a 
half an hour late, I am proof of that 
theory. 

After three cold winters spent 
trying to find my way around on 
different campuses, I'm going to 
miss it next winter. No longer will 
I open my suitcase to broken 
everything. No longer will my 
velvet 'dry clean only' suit fall in 
the mud before rounds. No longer 
will I have the pleasure of being 
stuck with a broken down minibus, 
12 other debaters and a fuming 
coach in a gas station for 10 hours. 
No longer will I hide my trophies 
from my mother so I can surp�ise 
her later. No longer will I give 
negative points to novice debaters. 

It's been fun. I hate to leave it. 
Oh, well, there is always college 
debate! 

Train movies to be 
presented in June 

Two movies on model trains 
have been secured for viewing by 
all local model train buffs in 
Pierre. The Pierre Model Railroad 
Club has scheduled "Model Rail­
roading Unlimited" and "A Steam 
Train Passes" to be shown at the 
State Library June 20-22 at 7 p.m. 
Both movies were produced in 
1976. All Riggs High students are 
invited to see these movies. 


